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GlyCanDrug

A training network on the design of precision therapeutics that target key
glycan motifs implicated in cancer

June 9th — 12th 2026
Ljubljana 4t Conference

Venues:
Center Rog (Google Maps link)
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Pharmacy (Google Maps Link)

SOFT SKILLS TRAINING SESSION

Funded by

- the European Union

This work has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation
programme under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions Grant Agreement n. 101119601 (GLYCANDRUG).
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Friday, June 12t — SOFT SKILLS TRAINING*
venue: University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Pharmacy

9:00-11:00 TE9: Life Sciences Intellectual Property Workshop (including evaluation test) - Gabriela
Droga Mazovec, UL
From Research to Impact: Identifying and Protecting Intellectual Property in Life Sciences

Learning Objectives:
* Understand IP fundamentals (focus on patents)
* Identify IP potential in research
* Distinguish publishing vs protection
* Perform basic patent searches
» Understand technology transfer

Key IP Concepts Exercise: Is this patentable? Patent search, From research to IP Exercise: Your
research Wrap-up

Materials:
Slides, case studies, internet access, worksheet

Approach:
Interactive, practical, based on real-life examples

11:00-11:30 Coffee break

11:30-12:30 TE10 (1): Gender aspects and Ethics in science Workshop — Federica Turco (University
of Turin)

*joint event with ACINETWORK - A Training Network for the Design of Synthetic Carbohydrate-
Based Vaccines in the Fight against Multi-Drug Resistant Nosocomial Pathogen Acinetobacter
baumannii, MSCA-DN (Project Number 101119795, htips://acinetwork.eu/)

1) Gender mainstreaming in the presentation of research projects for European funding
a. What does it mean to adopt a gender perspective?
b. Definition of gender and inclusive language

12:30-13:30 Lunch break

13:30-14:30 TE10 (2): Gender aspects and Ethics in science Workshop — Federica Turco (University
of Turin)

2) The Gender Equality Plan as a tool for gender equality in research organisations
a. What is a GEP? from European directives to implementation

b. The 5 thematic axes of GEPs

c. Strategies for implementation and maintenance

*A short final examination that includes two questions for each lecture is planned. These questions will be
distributed at the end of each of the presentations and DCs will provide written answers. A final score will
be assigned.

Suggested ECTS for the Doctoral Schools of the Doctoral Candidates enrolled in the GlyCanDrug program:
1 ECTS
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SOFT SKILLS TRAINERS’ SHORT BIOGRAPHIES

TE9: Life Sciences Intellectual Property Workshop

Gabriela Droga Mazovec is an Innovation Expert in Life Sciences at the University of Ljubljana, where
she leads activities in intellectual property identification and protection, supporting the translation of
research into impactful applications.

She holds a PhD in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and completed her postdoctoral research at the
Jozef Stefan Institute in Slovenia and at the Institute for molecular and cell biology, focusing on apoptosis,
protein regulation, and cancer-related cellular processes.

In addition to her academic work, she has also expereince with the industry, collaborating with Sanolabor
and Merck as a specialist in biochemistry and cell biology. She also leads international cultural initiatives
as President of the Slovenian-Portuguese Friends Association.

Her professional interests include molecular mechanisms of disease, innovation in life sciences, and the
translation of scientific innovation.

TE10: Gender aspects and Ethics in science Workshop

Federica Turco successfully completed a PhD in Semiotics at University of Torino. After her degree in
Science of Communication, with a graduation thesis about the relationship between media events, urban
image and semiotics of space, she has conducted a doctoral research concerning the representation of
women in ltalian serial TV fiction and putting forward her own model for a gender-oriented analysis of audio-
visual products.

She has collaborated, as a researcher, with several Research Centres of the University of Torino and with
local cultural associations, where she has conducted researches on: social communication campaigns,
communication strategies of local governments, equal and gender studies, mega event communications,
media and public opinion.

Currently she is the Gender Equality Manager of the University of Turin, she is responsible in charge for
Communication and Research at CIRSDe, The Research Centre for Women’s and Gender Studies of the
University of Turin and she is project manager of several European projects concerning gender issues.

She is expert of inclusive language and she teaches Semiotics of Gender at University of Turin.

Among her last publications: “La parola al femminismo: una proposta di lettura mistica di Una donna di
Sibilla Aleramo”, in Rivista Studium Ricerca, 1/2022, pp. 91-109.; “To be Mother or not? Cultural Models of
Motherhood and Their Meaning Effects on Gendered Representations”, in International Journal for the
Semiotics of Law, https://rdcu.be/cgbWe, 2021, Springer; “Le femmine restano e i maschi partono.
Dinamiche spaziali e diritti nelle moderne storie per I'infanzia”, in Minori Giustizia, 3/2020, Franco Angeli.;
“Dai personaggi iconici ai discorsi iconici. Strategie e trappole di costruzione dell'immaginario collettivo sul
femminismo”, in ocula.it, Bernardelli A. e Grillo E., “Be cool. Come nasce un’icona culturale”, Vol. 21, n°
22, chrome-
extension://oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/https://www.ocula.it/metadata/frontmatter_Ocula22.pd
f, pp. 33-45.
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